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hampered by priests and augurs when there is work to be clone. Other illustrations might be given from the history of Hindu schisms; and it might be even affirmed that the only great impulse of religious improvement which carried its followers fairly beyond Brahmanic caste and ritual is Buddhism and its satellite Jainism. The other sects have merely formed separate castes, and have otherwise conformed to the general outline of the Brahmanic system.
Thus, if the word Brahmanism may be taken as the broad denomination of what is recognised by all Hindus as the supreme theological Faculty, and the comprehensive scheme of authoritative tradition to which all minor beliefs are referred for sanction and to be placed properly, we may affirm that this religion, so far from being dead, has  increased  very considerably within times of which we know.    It has drawn in and gathered up the wild tribes  and  the   helots  of   India; while  all tlie minor sectarian  off-shoots  have hitherto been gradually  bent backward by popular prejudice to conform to it, or else have been obliged to leave India.  And while Brahmanism has spread out during the last hundred years, so far as we can guess, it is probable that on Indian ground Islam and  Christianity  have both   been affected, though   in different ways,  by  unfavourable political circumstance. By sheer force,  by  its predominant political influence, and also, of course, by its intrinsic superiority over the indigenous superstitions, Islam made many converts in India up to the beginning of the eighteenth century. There are large Mahomedan communities who were formerly   Hindu  clans  or tribes, having   been converted under the Moghal Empire; there was formerly a con-VOL. I.                             K